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the Reforms Commissioner (Sir William Harris) and were sub-
sequently communicated by the Government of India to the
Secretary of State.   The rules, as finally passed by Parliament,
did not, however, accord to you the increased representation for
which you asked, and although I recognize that the grounds on
which you have based your claim for a separate seat on the local
Legislative Council are not without force, I cannot, in view of the
pronouncement of the Joint Committee that the franchise as
settled by the rules should not be altered for the first ten years,
hold out to you any hopes of any early revision of the rules.   At
the same time I have no doubt that if and when the rules are
revised, your claims for increased representation on the local
Legislative Council will be fully considered.   As regards repre-
sentation on the Indian legislature, the position is different.
Indian commerce is represented in the Assembly, and European
commerce in the Council of State, and, as I think you will readily
recognize, having regard to the limited membership of the
Council of State, the three seats allotted by the rules are as many
as could properly be provided.   These seats have been assigned
to the three chambers which admittedly represent the largest
commercial interests, and, although your chamber is thus with-
out separate representation in the Council, its position in this
respect does not differ from that of the Madras Chamber of
Commerce.   I am glad, however, to have heard your views and
am very conscious of the important interest represented by your
chamber.   I need scarcely assure you that I shall not fail to bear
them in mind in all matters affecting trade and industry.    I
observe also that you lay stress upon the importance, in the
interests of commercial development, of improving the com-
munications of Delhi with as many seaports as is possible.   I am
entirely in accord with you, but, in the underlying significance
of your references to the development of transport as an ancillary,
sometimes a preliminary to the development of trade and some-
times a consequence of it, you concentrate  your attention
to-day upon the desired improvement of the connection of Delhi
with Karachi with the object of obtaining a more direct broad-
gauge railway connection between Delhi and Karachi.   The
Government of India fully recognize the great desirability of
establishing such a connection between Karachi and tie import-
ant trade centres of the United Provinces and Delhi,   Various
alternative routes for the western section of such a connection,
up to Gungapur, have already been examined, and it is proposed
to have the eastern section investigated during this cold weather.